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About RCAS

RCAS is a non-profit research organization focusing on the maritime issues and regional
integration in the Indo-Pacific region. It is a newly-established institution founded in February
2022 by Dr. Nian Peng, Haikou, China. We, at the moment, have an international research team
with resident/non-resident researchers from China and other Asian states.

RCAS seizes the opportunity that China is building Hainan Free-Trade Port in which the Hainan
Island will become an important window for China’s opening up to the Pacific Ocean and the
Indian Ocean to become a leading research institute and think tank on maritime affairs in the
Indo-Pacific region. So far, RCAS focuses on the maritime disputes and maritime cooperation in
the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean, and various regional cooperation mechanisms such as
BRI, LMC, RCEP and so on. It is committed to promoting the maritime cooperation, regional
integration and academic exchanges in the Indo-Pacific region at large.

RCAS has received a number of research funding from universities and foundations, and
conducted research programs of the South China Sea(SCS) dispute, China-South/Southeast
Asian relations, BRI in South/Southeast Asia, terrorism/anti-terrorism in Afghanistan, and so on.
RCAS researchers have won various awards from the Chinese Ministry of Commerce and the
Hainan government.

RCAS has published nearly 10 books in Chinese and English, and more than 20 papers on
SSCI/SCOPUS/CSSCI-indexed journals. Recent English publications include The Uncertain
Future of Afghanistan: Terrorism, Reconstruction, and Great-power Rivalry(Springer Nature,
forthcoming); Populism, Nationalism and South China Sea Dispute: Chinese and Southeast
Asian Perspectives(Singapore: Springer Nature, 2022); Crossing the Himalayas: Buddhist Ties,
Regional Integration and Great-Power Rivalry(Singapore: Springer Nature, 2021); The
Reshaping of China-Southeast Asia Relations in Light of the COVID-19 Pandemic(Singapore:
Springer Nature, 2021); International Pressures, Strategic Preference and Myanmar’s China
Policy since 1988(Singapore: Springer Nature, 2020); Managing the South China Sea Dispute:
Multilateral and Bilateral Approaches(2022); Hedging Against the Dragon: Myanmar’s Tangled
Relations with China since 1988(2021); The Budding Indo-Myanmar Relations: Rising But
Limited Challenges for China(2019).

RCAS has also published hundreds of articles and been interviewed in various local and
international media outlets such as Asia Centre in France, The Diplomat in the
United States, East Asian Forum(EAF) in Australia, Bangkok Post in Thailand, Lian He Zao
Bao and Think China in Singapore, South China Morning Post(SCMP) and China-US Focus in
Hong Kong, CGTN and Global Times in China. RCAS researchers have actively participated in
international conferences or study visits in the US, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar,
Cambodia, and other places. Welcome to visit our website: http://www.rcas.top.
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Nguyen Phu Trong’s Trip Highlights Special Relationship Between

China and Vietnam

Nian Peng

At the invitation of Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Central Committee General Secretary and

Chinese President Xi Jinping, Vietnamese Communist Party (VCP) Central Committee General

Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong will pay an official visit to China from October 30 to November 2.

It is not only a prominent demonstration of the special relationship between the CCP and the

VCP, but also a positive signal about the steady progression of Sino-Vietnamese relations.

▲Xi Jinping met with Nguyen Phu Trong

Xi and Trong have not met face-to-face since the APEC Summit in Da Nang, Vietnam in 2017.

This is due to a combination of factors, including Trong’s poor health after the APEC summit,

but also VCP’s focus on its top priority, the 13th Party Congress held in January 2021. Coupled

with the travel restrictions on foreign visits after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, Trong

has not had a chance to take a China tour-until now.

More recently Trong attended a series of official meetings in Vietnam, which is a clear sign of

his improved health sent by the Vietnamese government. As a result, a short-distance foreign
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visit has become feasible. Moreover, the VCP’s 13th Congress was successfully held last year,

and Trong was re-elected as the general secretary. That indicates that he has consolidated power

in both the party and the government. With that achieved, Trong’s China visit was put on the

agenda.

There are at least two major signals being sent by Trong’s visit to China at this time. First, Trong

is the first foreign leader to visit China after the CCP’s 20th Party Congress, edging out Pakistani

President Shehbaz Sharif, who will travel to China on November 1. As the top leader of the VCP,

Trong wants to convey a clear message that the party has continued to maintain a special

relationship with the CCP, the two biggest communist parties in the world.

What’s more, U.S. President Joe Biden is expected to visit Vietnam during the multilateral

meetings taking place in Southeast Asia in November-including the G-20 Summit, East Asia

Summit, and APEC Summit. Trong needs to visit China before Biden’s Vietnam trip, so as to

convince China that the Sino-Vietnamese relationship is still the priority of Hanoi’s diplomacy.

On the eve of his China trip, Trong sent a congratulatory message to Xi praising the successful

convening of the 20th Party Congress. “I look forward to see you again at an early date to have

an in-depth exchanges of views on major strategic issues, so as to further enhance the political

trust between the two sides and point out the direction for the future development of the bilateral

ties,” Trong wrote.

As Vietnam is now in the vortex of the intensified China-U.S. competition, if not confrontation,

it has to cautiously manage its relations with the two great powers. On the one hand, maintaining

close relations with China has always been a top priority of Vietnam’s diplomacy; on the other

hand, Vietnam has attempted to further develop relations with the United States. But Hanoi

needs to allay China’s rising concerns about the fast-growing U.S.-Vietnam relationship in recent

years, particularly the defense cooperation between Vietnam and the United States in the South

China Sea.

In fact, Vietnam had long held to the “four noes” policy: Vietnam does not join any military

alliance, does not ally with any country targeting another country, does not allow foreign

countries to set up military bases in Vietnam or use Vietnamese territory against other countries,

and does not use force or threaten the use of force in international relations. In order to enhance
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the mutual trust and lay a firm foundation of trust for the development of Sino-Vietnamese ties,

Trong is likely to re-affirm this stance and try to reassure China that U.S.-Vietnam relations

would not harm China’s relationship with Vietnam.

Both China and Vietnam see themselves as facing increasing ideological infiltration from the

United States; the CCP and VCP alike feel threatened by the core values of the West, such as

democratic elections and freedom of speech. Therefore, both sides have strengthened exchanges

between the two parties and pursued useful ways to safeguard both their socialist systems and the

governing power of their respective communist parties.

Last but not least, Vietnam expects to learn from China’s experiences on economic development

and social stability and absorb more Chinese investment and technology to sustain its economic

growth and social cohesion. For its part, China will try to promote friendly Sino-Vietnamese

relations and maintain peace and stability in the South China Sea, so as to the achieve the goals

of modernization and national rejuvenation, the main task of Xi’s third term.

The article was first published at The Diplomat, https://thediplomat.com/2022/10/nguyen-phu-

trongs-trip-highlights-special-relationship-between-china-and-vietnam/.
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